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and in due course reached India. They tried hard to find it, as,
they had expected, among the learned ones but failed. Unexpec-
tedly they found it in a pariah home.

5.      You say, machinery has been the bane of civilization.    Then why
do you allow yourself to travel in railway trains and motor cars ?

There are certain things which you cannot escape all at once,
even whilst you are avoiding them. This earthy case in which I
am locked up is the bane of my life, but I am obliged to put up
with it and even indulge in it as this friend knows. But does he
seriously doubt that the machine age was responsible for the orga-
nized murders during the late war? Asphyxiating gas and such
other abominations have not advanced us by an inch.

6.      Is it a fact that formerly you travelled third-class in railway trains
and now you travel in special trains and first-class carriages ?

Alas! the correspondent is correctly informed. The Mahatma-
ship is responsible for the special trains, and the earthy case for
the degradation to the second-class.

7.      In what relation do you stand to Count Tolstoy ?

As a devoted admirer who owes much in life to him.

8.     Why do you not define swaraj?   Do you not feel that you are in
duty bound to define the word at least to your followers?

In the first place the word is indefinable; in the second place,
if the correspondent will turn to the file of Young India, he will find
a workable definition there. I will try another here. It means com-
plete freedom of opinion and action without interference with an-
other's right to equal freedom of opinion and action. Therefore
it means India's complete control of sources of revenue and ex-
penditure without interference from or with any other country,

9.     What will be your own position when swaraj is obtained?

I would certainly like a prolonged and perhaps well-deserved
holiday.

10.    When swaraj is attained, how are the political and religious interests
of Mussulmans to be safeguarded?

They will not need any safeguarding, because every Indian
will be as free as every other Indian, and because there will then
be mutual toleration, respect and love, and therefore mutual trust.

11.    Do you honestly believe that Government will pack up and beat a
hasty retreat from India on the 31st of October 1921 or at any other time
within this year that you will be pleased to fix?